
Monday, Oct.2, 2000 Houston Circx-e-: 194

Outlook Items on this page do not necessarily

reflect the opinions of the Houston Chronicle

A father's death . . . a son's search for answers
* ." i:#"I,ffiJ:l1[,ffi.r,J,i#,11?";"5i*

of the National Association of..Latino Elected brown, your parirnts were prcbably bor.r: in
and Appointed officials Educationat Fund. 

[,u n t! s.o vlars 9f the z0th eentiiry _
Regardress. ,r," ooa"*" ffioua i,ai :?ffi'lflf:hL1t[fJt Sil]|H: '*

cates that the life expectancy of a His- The other factor that is relel,ant to com-panic male is roughlv 66 years. prehending tfre sig.,iflca,rt increase in lon-
According to the National Center for gevity is called mortalitl, conditicns. These

Heatth Slatistics, life expectancy is defined 
d* 

*" improvements that have L'een

mffi;.'Lt""*'ffi a [Y,' l"[-+ u,; :*:;
After you Study the data and "'1 .4lT vou stutiv the data ani!.ingest ihe

insesi irre staii,.;tici, trow ooes igl'#:* #,:-"$T:#1ff*f'S?9*1h'**"
understanding the trends in ter? Honestly, I'am nol sure.

life expeCtaney and Survival The longevity- statistics elid nct lessen

mattgi? HOne6tly, I am nOt my fathefs suffering, or an)' person w'ho is

suie. rne i"rs,ri'ty ;Ut[i;r flii'l-.yd,"{,*,ilfi#Xl]'#:]i:-,:1*;g
did nOt leSSen mV fathef'S emotional pain their siblings. spcuses, chil-

suffering,.or any fuerson who #,t,Hg ,f iffii ]H#|?-,ffi.&T*
is going through a similar wither iway.
hoTribliordeal stiil, in u, in"o*p.*hensible way, the

Census figures do provide some cornfort
by putting this agonizing calamii,y into per-

as "the average number of years a person :P:ftY::l?Lf.:-1*e! llispanic males

would live givEn the ,gi *pJ"iH. ,ir:#ffi such as my father'.whc hved long enough

"atei 
of a ip""itiJv.#;;'p;;;i; i';;;;- to nurtwe and guide their children into

a

ampre, when this nation w.as_^roungss:.ril" i['H:i$f lil#;*Ht'#i.'#Tf,lH;Ti'
expectancv at birth.tru:-15^J:T:-T3t.-- o,rry ri*a JJfati.fi"uu.v fu.li life, hut that
Lumbg{ ilcreas.ed tn perhaps 42 years by t 

" 
"*r"""a"a i,ii ife e"p"",r*cy bt f*i

the mid-1800s. A person born around 1900 :
coUa erpect to uire +z V"" . sy 19s0,^[i" years'

expectariqy at birth hadiumped to oa . reil€ aware.of life-expectancy statistics
yei,s, pa.tialy because ili"iri! *iraiilo", doesn't make the life-and-death issue..any

irad im^lzroved, but Jso d;;;";;;h";" easier-to.ac.cepl However, the quantitica'

crease ^ot aeuti, u*org ir,1 vilr"i, ffiil tions do help us come.to terms wiih otrr

rarry inrants ffiflf8,Jr*YrlffiJil?:?:,:,.t*t:'H,,,,;il.
Currently, the life expectancy of whites and an omega. I miss you, Pnpz.

By HECTOR DE LEON

ECENTLY, while I was visiting with
Nestor Rodriguez, a sociology pro-
fessor at the University of llous-

ton, Rodriguez mentioned that his staff
had just completed a research study that
addressed several issues associated with
quality of life and longevity, including data
on the life erpectancy of Hispanie rnen.

I did not carefuily read t}te study, but as
I left his office I began to think about the
average number of years that Hispanic
men live. The topic resonated within me
for several reasons. First, I am a Hispanic
male. Second, the conversation with pro-
fessor Rodriguez reminded me that by the
time I was born, both my maternal and
paternal grandfatlers had died. More im-
portantly, the conversation registered in
my mind because my father lost his fight
with liver cancer at the end of iast ;,ear.
He was 70 years oid. Thus, despite my
reasonably good health, I began to vzonder
whether at age 35, I am already at the
halfway point of my inevitatrle fate.

To try to temper nry emotions surround-
ing my fathefs deaU: as rvell as provide
an underctanding to an issue that is com-
monly avoided in l{ispanic households, I
was compelled to examine the subject.

I learned that, according bo a U.S. Cen-
sus Population Profile, the iife expectancy
of a minoriiy person is 69 years. Surpris-
ingly, I discovered that Hispanics are not
specifically rnentir:ned in this longevity re-
port but are included in the "other races"
column.

Hispanics were not categorized as mi-
norities by the Census until fairly recent$.
They were considered white and, histori-
sily as well as statistically, ignored.

The Intmrnet should connect, not divide, Texams
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dL Un shte's [elecommunications net-
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to the Texas economy as the interstate
highway s.ystem was in the last century.

As many have said, the "Internet
changes everything." More and more busi-
nesses are participating in e-commerce.
Consumers want higir-speed trnternet serv-
ices so they can listen to music and watch

It woulC be a shame if pi-rone
campanies den't deploy
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