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m Political theory
shaped mind, life

By HECTOR DE LEON

Y favorite professor
died two weeks ago.
His name was Ross

Lence, and he taught political
theory at the University of
Heuston. I did not know him
an a personal level, and the
likelihood is that because of
my less-than-stellar perfor-
mances in his classes, he did
not know who I was. But that
doesn’t matter. What is impor-
tant are the lessons of respon-
sibility, leadership and com-
mitment that he imparted to
me and other individuals who
were fortunate enough to be
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viduals who want to be public
servants not only to under-
stand Robert’s Rules of Order |
but also understand the nature
of man and the origins of gov-
ernment.

In taking every political
thecry course Professor Lence
offered, I had the opportunity
to examine the life and death
of Socrates. Through the expe-
rience I not only received a les-
son but a lifelong goal.

In Xenophon's version of
the death of Socrates, Socrates
is arrested and charged. While
detained, Socrates’ friends
visit him and fearing that he
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would be found guilty and con-
demned to death, they encour-
age him to use his great powers
with words to persuade the
jury to decide in his favor. Af-

liberation, So-
friends’ pleas

would not

come fo real-

The  greatest
deed any individual can mani-
fest in his life is to contribute
to the building of a good and
just city. From the moment the
idea was crystallized in my
mind in his Greek political
thought class, T was cognizant
that everything I did or, or did
not do, in my private and pub-
tic tife contributed in a nega-
tive or positive way to that
high ohjective.

In other classes Professor
Lence also guided my mind 1o
the issue of the common good
versus individual or selfish in-
terest, 1 remember reading
John C. Calhioun and examin-
ing the idea that individuals
have two natural instincts, to
be social and to be selfish, and
how those instincts in some
degree are at the heart of every
act perpetrated by individuals
in every aspect of life in a civil
society,

I also took a course from
him that combined sociology
and political science titled
“The Individual in Society.”
In i, he contextualized
thoughts of the great thinkers
in a way that made me realize
that the quality of justice cre-
ated in a society is directly re-
lated to the spiritual, emo-
tional and inrellectual devel-
opment of is citizenry and its
leaders. That is, it meant that
as an individual T should never
stop cultivating my faculties
and as a citizen to expect indi-

ize that T have
spent my life in righteousness
with God and Man. And that °
affords me the greatest satis-
faction.”

I felt that by talking about
Socrates’ journey, Professor
Lence was telling me and all
my fellow classmates that
whatever we decided to do in
life to commit fully and do it
without regrets. The advance-
ments we make as a people in
regard to how we relate to one
another depend on selfless in-
dividuals who not only possess
great wisdom and an unequal
commitment to a cause, but
the courage to reason and act
beyond the common feeling
and popular opinions of the
day.

In all, [ cannot say if I cor-
rectly interpreted Professor
Lence's lectures and assigned
readings. But I can say that be- )
cause of him I am a betier per-
son who continues 1o use the
tools he provided in the efort
to build a good and just city.
De Leon was a political
science student at the
University of Houston in the
late 1980s. He is voter outreach
coordinator with
the Harris County Clerk’s
Office, a position he iook in
2004 after 15 years of
organizing at the grass-roots
level. He can be e-maiied at

hectordeleon@hectordeleon.com ——
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